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O had i wings like to a dove

for four percussionists

Performance Notes

The piece is mostly based on a motet by John Milton the Elder that was published in Sir William Leighton’s book The teares or lamentacions of a sorrowfull soule (1614). It requires four performers using the following
instruments/equipment:

PLAYER 1 PLAYER 2 PLAYER 3 PLAYER 4
Vibraphone (soft, medium and hard mallets) Vibraphone (soft, medium and hard mallets) Crotales (F, B, C¥, E) Crotales (D, AP, Bb, C#)
Tom-tom Tom-tom Suspended cymbals (2) Suspended cymbals (2)
Kickdrum Kickdrum Woodblocks (2) Woodblocks (2)
Bongos (2) Bongos (2)
Tom-tom Tom-tom
Stopwatch and 2 soft vibraphone-mallets Stopwatch and 2 soft vibraphone-mallets

The sizes of the identical types of unpitched percussions (cymbals, woodblocks, bongos, and toms) should ideally differ between the individual sets. The choice of the actual sizes is at the performers” discretion. In
case of the toms however, they need to be arranged in the following way: PLAYER 1 - highest, PLAYER 2 - second highest, PLAYER 3 - second lowest, PLAYER 4 - lowest.

The sets should be placed on stage as follows:

PLAYER 1 and 2 are onstage throughout, whereas PLAYER 3 and 4 should not be visible for the audience up until the last two sections. Depending on the size of the hall, this can be achieved by placing the sets
offstage or by using folding screens/curtains to isolate the players. It is essential however, that PLAYER 3 and 4 are able to see each other during the performance for smooth communication.



Additional Notes

Section D: PLAYER 3 and 4 start their stopwatches at the same time, upon the given cue notated in the score. The numbers in the score indicate the number of sounds they are supposed to play on the woodblocks
within the given time brackets (e.g. 3 sounds within 4 seconds). The rhythm is free, but irregular. Both players may alternate freely between the two differently sized woodblocks.

From time marking 0'45”, both players read the same line. The line gives a visual representation of a transition from a very dense, unsynchronised to a regular and synchronised manner of note successions, however
the number and distribution of the notes in the score do not have to be followed in the performance. The notation should rather be used as visual guidance for an organised improvisation.

Section I: The chords are to be sustained for the indicated durations. No stopwatch is needed for this section, but the entries should take place in synch as much as possible.

Section L: After Bar 212, PLAYER 3 and 4 will move to the front, across the stage in a convenient pace and stop by the opposite sides of the vibraphones (See the figure above). This action should be natural rather
than theatrical.

Maté Szigeti, 05-08-2019, Southampton
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stop at the opposite side of the vibraphones (See notes),

and prepare for the next section.

PLAYER 3&4: move to the front in a convenient pace,
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